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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
First electronic lighting component Cradle to Cradle Certified® in 
Bronze 
Tridonic LED modules set the sustainability standard 
 

Dornbirn, August 17, 2022.  For the first time anywhere in the world, a company in the 
electronics sector has been awarded the Cradle to Cradle Certified® in Bronze 
Sustainability Certificate for a lighting component. With its LED modules in the LLE, 
QLE and CLE product groups Tridonic has met the strict requirements of the standard 
and is now supplying these recyclable and responsibly manufactured LED light sources 
to its customers in the lighting industry. 
 
LED modules in the LLE, QLE and CLE product groups have been designed in all respects so 

they comply with the sustainability criteria of the Cradle to Cradle® (C2C) concept. The 

purpose of this concept is to encourage the development of products that can be responsibly 

manufactured and recycled. Potential negative impacts should be minimised from the outset 

and the products should leave a positive ecological footprint. 

 

The concept of C2C is based on the role model of nature which, as is well known, does not 

produce any waste. Resources are to be used to promote this circularity – from the birth of a 

product to its re-use at the end of its first intended purpose, hence cradle to cradle. Waste 

should not simply be reduced, it should be completely avoided to preserve materials in the 

material cycle. The choice of initial materials is therefore a key feature of this approach. The 

materials must neither be toxic nor have a negative impact on people or nature. In addition to 

ecological aspects (material selection, renewable energies and water use), this sustainability 

concept also takes social challenges into account. 

 

Tridonic’s first C2C Certified® project started with a feasibility study by C2C consultants EPEA 

Switzerland (Environmental Protection Encouragement Agency). The results led to a pilot 

project in which the material health of an LED module and a number of LED drivers was 

investigated with the cooperation of two Tridonic customers. Within eight months Tridonic was 

then able to take the first C2C Certified® project to successful realisation. The first C2C 
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Certified® LED modules are now about to be launched. Later Tridonic will also market the first 

C2C Certified® drivers. 

 

“Cradle to Cradle certification gives companies a means of providing credible and traceable 

evidence of their success and progress in designing ideal ecological products. On the other 

hand, certification helps customers to request and acquire products that meet an exceptional, 

broad-based quality standard,” says Christina Krebs, EPEA Switzerland. The certificate 

therefore serves as a useful guide for the various players on the market. 

 

The road to sustainable lighting 
C2C certification is a complex project in every case. There are major technical challenges 

especially for the electronics industry – for example in the selection of materials. The use of 

C2C Certified® components, such as LED modules, make the sustainable production of 

luminaires much easier and shortens the implementation time for C2C certification projects on 

the customer’s side. 

 

“C2C is a comprehensive concept and therefore very challenging, but it is also an expedient 

way to implement sustainability in the company. At Tridonic, we believe that C2C will take the 

lighting industry further down the road to sustainability,” says Hugo Rohner, Tridonic CEO. By 

introducing C2C, the company aims to support its customers in making their products 

sustainable as well.  

 

Sustainable Tridonic 
The company has therefore set up the “Sustainable Tridonic” programme which focuses on 

the development of components that can be recycled and re-used. The programme is part of 

the company’s target of achieving climate neutrality by 2025. Other aspects of the programme 

include the introduction of fully recyclable packaging materials by 2024 and certification 

according to the C2C Certified® Product Standard for all premium products by 2030 at the 

latest. 

 
Cradle to Cradle Certified® is a registered trademark of the Cradle to Cradle Products Innovation 

Institute. 

 
Image 1: Cradle to Cradle Certified® Bronze Certificate 
 
Image 2: LED module 

Copyright: Tridonic – reprint free of charge 
 

https://www.tridonic.com/com/en/tridonic-sustainability.asp
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Press contact 
Claudia Feurstein  
Tridonic GmbH & Co KG 
Tel.: +43 664 80892 6239 
claudia.feurstein@tridonic.com  
 
 
About Tridonic 
Tridonic is a world-leading supplier of lighting technology, supporting its customers with intelligent 
hardware and software and offering the highest level of quality, reliability and energy savings. As a 
global driver of innovation in the field of lighting-based network technology, Tridonic develops scalable, 
future-oriented solutions that enable new business models for lighting manufacturers, building 
managers, systems integrators, planners and many other types of customer. 
 
To promote the vision of the “Internet of Light”, Tridonic relies on partnerships with other specialists. The 
goal is the joint development of innovative technological solutions that convert lighting systems into 
intelligent networks and thereby enable associated services. Tridonic’s in-depth industry expertise 
makes it an ideal driver for partnerships with other visionaries.   
 
Tridonic is the technology company of the Zumtobel Group and is headquartered in Dornbirn, Austria. In 
the 2021/22 fiscal year, Tridonic achieved sales of 363 million euros. 1,869 highly skilled employees 
and a worldwide sales presence in over 70 countries provide the basis for developing and launching 
new, smart and connected lighting systems. 
 
www.tridonic.com 
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